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JOUEJOUEJOUEJOUE----LA COMME BECKHAMLA COMME BECKHAMLA COMME BECKHAMLA COMME BECKHAM    
by Gurinder CHADHA 

 

FICHE TECHNIQUEFICHE TECHNIQUEFICHE TECHNIQUEFICHE TECHNIQUE    
Titre original : Bend it like Beckham 
Pays (country) : GB 
Durée (running time) : 1h52 
Année (year) : 2002 
Genre : Comedy 
Scénario (screenplay) : Gurinder CHADHA, Paul MAYEDA BERGES, Guljit BINDRA 
Directeur de la photographie : Jong LIN 
Musique : Craig PRUEES 
Coproduction : Kintop Pictures / Bend it Films / Roc Media / Road Movies Filmproduktion 
Distribution : Metropolitan FilmExport 
Interprètes : Parminder NAGRA (Jess Bhamra), Keira KNIGHTLEY (Jules Paxton), David BECKHAM (lui-même), 
Jonathan RHYS MEYERS (Joe), Anupam KHER (Mr Bhamra), Shaheen KHAN (Mrs Bhamra), Archie PANJABI 
(Pinky Bhamra) 
Sortie : 20 novembre 2002 

 
SYNOPSISSYNOPSISSYNOPSISSYNOPSIS    
 
Jess is the British-born daughter of Sikh parents. She is also a fairly typical teenager, and, as is true of nearly every 
teenager across the globe, feels the need to rebel. Her source of rebellion is to play soccer/football, and she dreams 
of one day being on the field with her hero, David Beckham, and kicking the ball in for the winning goal. 
However, although her parents tolerated her sports passion when she was young, they now believe she should 
become serious about her life and prepare for the future. That means giving up “children’s games” for cooking 
lessons, marriage, and university studies. The edict to stop playing soccer comes just as Jess has been offered the 
opportunity to play for a semi-pro, all girls team. One of the players, Juliette, has seen her play and invites her to 
audition for the coach who thinks she is brilliant. So, what’s a teenager to do? Sneak out of the house and lie about 
her whereabouts, of course. 
 
Jess, une jeune anglaise d’origine indienne a pour passion le foot et pour héros David Beckham. Assez douée, elle 
est remarquée par Jules qui l’invite à rejoindre l’équipe féminine régionale. Mais ses parents, épris de tradition, 
voient pour elle un tout autre destin : finir ses études et faire un beau mariage ! Jess décide alors de passer outre et 
de jouer en secret… 
 
AUTOUR DU FILMAUTOUR DU FILMAUTOUR DU FILMAUTOUR DU FILM    
 
More information:More information:More information:More information:    
� On www.bbc.co.uk/film/ 
� On www.redhotcurry.com/entertainment/films/ 
� In Bend it like Beckham, Narinder Dhami (based on the original screenplay), Hodder Children’s Books, 2002. 
 
Themes evoked:Themes evoked:Themes evoked:Themes evoked:    
� Cross-cultural clashes 
� Traditions vs modernity 
� Feminity 
� ‘Bending’ rules 
� Teenage love and friendship… 
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PISTES PÉDAGOGIQUESPISTES PÉDAGOGIQUESPISTES PÉDAGOGIQUESPISTES PÉDAGOGIQUES    
 
Teaching materials:Teaching materials:Teaching materials:Teaching materials:    
� p. 39 Broad Ways 2nde : Mia Hamm, the most famous American female football player (mentioned in the movie) 
� p. 151 Voices 1ère Tech : facts and figures about India 
� p. 98 Crossroads 2nde : article about the film, BBC Film Review 
� p. 13 magazine Speakeasy, Sept/Oct. 2003, article about women’s football 
� p. 34/35/36 from Bend it like Beckham by Narinder Dhami (expression du reproche, de la volonté, savoir 
argumenter…) 
� p. 101/102/103 from Bend it like Beckham by Narinder Dhami (characters’ similarities and/or differences, 
Jessie’s dilemma, écrire un dialogue…) 
 
Possible written worPossible written worPossible written worPossible written workkkk    ::::    
� To what extent can parents interfere in their children’s choices? 
� Is it better to tell the truth to one’s parents? 
� Should one give up one’s passion for one’s parents’ sake? 
� Imagine Joe’s conversation with his dad / Jessie’s conversation with her parents about her trip to Germany. 
… 
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